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Sir: ' 



In response to the office action dated April 23, 2003, applicant provisionally 
elects claims 8-18, 19-23, and 24-28, with traverse. Claims 1-40 are pending in the 
current application. 

As set forth in MPEP § 803, if the search and examination of an entire 
application can be made without serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on the 
merits, even though the application contains claims to independent or distinct 
inventions. 
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While the invention of Species I, Species II, and Species III may be distinct for 
the reasons set forth by the Examiner, it is respectfully submitted that simultaneous 
examination will not present an undue burden, much less any burden. 

For example, the claimed subject matters are all related to circuits in a 
synchronous semiconductor memory device. Under such circumstances, the Examiner 



is encouraged to maintain all claims in the same application. See MPEP § 803. 
Early and favorable consideration of this application is earnestly solicited. 
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